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St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  3  1st  DECEMBER,  1938. 

BY 

EDWARD  j.  CROSS,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Mu.  Chairman;  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  to  submit  my  Annual.  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  in  your  District  for  the  year  ending-  31st  December,  1938. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS,  M.O.H. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres):  52,559. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according-  to  the  Rate  Books 
is  2,071. 

Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1938:  22  (Council  Houses). 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  1938:  16. 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection:  38  (in  year)  (Council). 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise:  5. 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £87-4-0. 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  at  31-12-38:  £21,318-1-0. 

The  district  is  entirely  agricultural.  The  population  is  declining-.  In 
1881  it  was  9,160;  in  1891  it  was  8.180,  in  1901  it  was  7,239,  in  1911  it 
was  7,227,  in  1921  it  was  6,886  and  in  1931  only  6,386. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for  1938  is 
6,447. 
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VILLAGES  INCLUDED  IN  THE  AREA: — 

Population  1931. 
263 
1037 
318 
82 
172 
139 
200 
395 
292 
651 
236 


Kim  b  olt  on 

902 

(School  Term)  699 

Little  Paxton 

210 

229 

Midloe 

33 

40 

Offord  Cluny 

205 

217 

Offord  D’Arcy 

293 

291 

St.  Neots  Rural 

90 

68 

Southoc 

214 

211 

Stow  ! 

90 

90 

Tetworth 

159 

131 

Tilbrook 

192 

202 

Tos  eland 

138 

145 

Waresley 

183 

167 

Yelling 

225 

193 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  Male  41  (all  legitimate),  t  Female  35  (3  illegitimate), 
total  76.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  this  vicinity  most  of  the  illegitimate 
births  are  female. 

STILL  BIRTHS  :  4  were  recorded,  1  Male  and  3  Female  (1  illegitimate) . 

The  District  “Birth  Rate”  is  10.2  per  1,000.  Last  year  it  was  13.8  per 
ly000.  For  England  and  Wales  the  Birth  Rate  was  15.1  per  1,000. 

DEATHS:  The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  80  (46  Male  and 
34  Female).  The  crude  “Death  Rate”  is  therefore  12.4.  The  corrected 
death  rate  is  9.3  (the  comparability  factor  being’  0.75).  For  England  and 
Wales  the  corrected  death  rate  is  11.6. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  or  Diarrhoea. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  puerperal  causes. 

No  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred. 


One  death  was  attributed  to  Diphtheria. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH:  — 

Male.  Female. 

Cancer  6  5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  3  2 

Influenza  1 

Appendicitis  -  1 

Pneumonia  2  1 

Bronchitis  5  2 

Other  Resp.  Disease  2  1 

Heart  Disease  9  8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  4  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  3  2 

Diabetes  1 

Other  Defined  Disease  2  3 

Violence  3  2 

Senility  4  3 

Nephritis  1 

Digestive  Disease  -  1 

Diphtheria  -  1 

Total  46  34 


General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Abbotsley 
Buckden 
Cat  worth 
Covington 
Diddington 

Eynesbury  Hardwicke 
Graf  ham 
Great  Gransden 
Great  Paxton 
Great  Staughton 
Hail  Weston 


Population  1921, 
321 
998 
384 
109 
175 
139 
201 
458 
306 
685 
265 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  J.  Cross,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  Tel.  St.  Neots  68. 
Sanitary  Inspector — W.  Bruce.  Tel.  St.  Neots  101. 
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Meat  Inspector — J.  Bishop  Young,  F.R.C.V.S.,  F.R.S.I.  Tel.  St.  Neots  32. 

Public  Analyst — S.  Greenbuirgh,  F.I.C.,  P.II.D.,  B.Sc.  Tel.  Cambridge  2097 

Waterworks  Engineer — D.  Beddow.  Tel.  Buckden  82. 

All  are  part  time  with  the  exception  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Engineer. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Council  is  Mr.  John  Ennals,  New  Street,  St.  Neots. 
Tel.  St.  Neots  34. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — Sputum,  swabs,  blood,  etc.,  are  sent 
to  the  Clinical  Research >  Association  or  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory, 
Cambridge,  at  the  discretion  of  the  doctor  in  attendance,  and  the  bill  is 
paid  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Milk  samples  are  taken  each  quarter  and  sent  to  the  School  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Cambridge. 

Water  and  Foodstuffs  are  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  when  considered 
necessary . 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— An  ambulance  wagon  is  kept  at  Wyton 
and  can  be  used  when  required.  Tel.  Huntingdon  67. 

A  charge  of  6d.  per  mile,  with  a  minimum  charge  of  5s.,  is  made  for 
its  use. 

Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  requests  for  the  use  of  the  Ambulance 
should  be  made  through  or  at  the  direction  of  a  Medical  Practitioner. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC.— This  is  held  at  Castle  Hill  House,  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each  month  at  11  a.m.,  and  at 
Peterborough  Hospital  on  the  same  days  at  2  p.m. 

Another  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  in  St.  Neots.  Dr.  Roderick,  O.B.E., 
attends  on  the  4th  Thursday  in  each  month  at  11  a.m. 

The  St.  Neots  U.D.C.  have  placed  their  Council  Chamber  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Cambs.  and  Hunts.  B.R.C.  Societies  and  also  supply  fuel 
and  light  on  these  days.  The  St;  Neots  R.D.C.  makes  a  grant  of  £5 
each  year  to  this  very  useful  Clinic,  which  is  run  as  an  extension  from 
Addenbrooke’s .  The  St.  Neots  (Hunts.  20)  V.A.D.  renders  invaluable 
assistance.  The  “After  Care  Sister”  is  Miss  Chisholm.  Last  year  11 
patients  from  the  R.D.C.  attended. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.— This  is  carried  on  in  the  St.  Neots  Red 
Cross  Room  under  the  auspices  of  the  H.C.C.  The  Assistant  County 
M.O.H.  attends  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month.  Here  again  the 
Hunts.  20  V.A.D.  are  invaluable. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930.— Dr.  McDiarmid,  the  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Three  Counties  Mental  Hospital,  attends  at  Gazeley 
House,  Huntingdon,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday®  in  each  month  at 
2  p.m. 

HOSPITALS. — The  Isolation  Hospital  for  Small  Pox  Patients  is  now 
administered  by  the  H.C.C. 

Instruction  to  Doctors  on  Seeing  a  Case  of  Smallpox 

When  a  Doctor  has  a  case  of  suspected  or  definite  Smallpox,  he  should 
ring  up  the  County  Medical  Officer  at  once,  and  if,  for  any  reason,  no 
reply  is  received,  the  call  should  be  transferred  to  Wyton  Sanatorium. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Stonely,  which  is  under  the  Huntingdonshire 
County  Council,  is  partially  equipped,  but  the  necessary  bedding,  etc.,  is 
being  kept  in  dry  storage  and  is  available  at  any  moment.  On  receipt  of 
the  message  that  the  Hospital  is  likely  to  be  required,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  will  immediately  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
patient . 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  can  be  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Huntingdon  (Tel.  Huntingdon  59). 

Accidents  and  oases  of  severe  non-infectious  disease  can  be  sent  to 
the  County  Hospital  (Tel.  Huntingdon  89). 

TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Huntingdon  on  Mondays  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m. 
and  1  p.m.  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  is  treated  at  Addenbrooke’s .  Times  of  attendance:  Men — Tuesdays 
4  p.m.  and  Thursdays  at  8  p.m.;  Women — Tuesdays  3  p.m.  and  Thursdays 
7  p.m. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Great  Staughton  (Tel.  Kimbolton  271)  attends 
cases  in  Kimbolton,  Great  Staughton,  Grafham,  Perry,  Tilbrook,  Dillington 
and  Hail  Weston. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Eltisley  (Tel.  Croxton  10)  attends  in  Great  Paxton, 
The  Offords,  Toseland,  Yelling,  Great  Gransden,  Waresley  and  Abbotsley. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Brampton  attends  in  Buekden  and  Didding’ton 
(Tel.  Huntingdon  336). 

Little  Paxton  and  Southoe  are  attended  by  a  Nurse  living  in  St.  Neots 
(Tel.  St.  Neots  214  and  215). 

Catworth  and  Covington  (Tel.  Bythorn  217). 

All  these  Nurses  are  provided  with  motor  cam. 

B.R.C.S.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

is  held  on  the  4th  Thursday  in  the  month  in  the  Council  Chamber 
which  is  kindly  lent  by  the  U.D.C.  free  of  charge.  The  R.D.C.  subscribe 
£5  annually.  Dr.  Roderick,  O.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  from  Addenbrooke’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  attends  these  clinics  at  11  a.m.  and  is  assisted  by  the  After-care 
Sister  (Miss  Chisholm)  and  two  V.A.D.’s  from  Hunts.  20.  An  extra 
clinic  is  held  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  in  the  month  at  which  Miss  Chis*- 
holm  attends,  helped  by  a  V.A.D.  During  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1938,  54  patients  were  treated  (158  attendances)  as  follows: — Hunts.:  St. 
Neots  U.D.C.  23  patients,  62  attendances;  St.  Neots  R.D.C.  7  patients, 
24  attendances.  Bedfordshire:  24  patients,  72  attendances.  Total  patients 
54,  total  attendances  158.  Plaster  of  Pads,  irons  and  surgical  boots  were 
supplied  to  patients. 

ST.  NEOTS  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  V.A.D.  (Hunts.  20)  Headquarters,  Hunting^- 
don  Street,  St.  Neots.  Classes  are  held  as  follows: — 1st  Thursdays  morn¬ 
ing,  After-care  School  Children.  As  the  Baby  Clinic  has  enlarged  so 
much  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  hold  two  clinics  a  month.  2nd 
Thursdays  afternoon.  Babies  from  Eynesbury  and  the  villages  attend. 
Nurse  Mailing  (St.  Neots),  Nurse  Rose  (Abbotsley)  and  two  V.A.D.’s  help 
at  this  clinic.  3rd  Thursdays,  afternoon,  Babies  from  St.  Neots  attend 
for  treatment.  Nurse  King  (St.  Neots)  and  two  V.A.D.’s  are  in  attend¬ 
ance.  Dr.  Conan  (Assistant  County  M.O.H.)  attends  all  the  clinics. 
The  Health  Visitor  helps  on  the  1st  Thursday.  At  Christmas  a  party 
was  held  for  all  the  mothers  and  children  up  to  five  years  of  age. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

For  detailed  account  of  the  water  schemes  ■see  last  year’s  (1937)  report. 
A  considerable  improvement  in  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  effected. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 

See  Sanitary  Table  (infra). 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  residents  still  continue  the  pernicious  practice  of  _  throwing  old 
boots,  cycle  tyres  and  garbage  into  the  streams  and  ditches  in  spite  of  the 
warning  notices  displayed  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  in  carts. 

Refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies  is  collected  at  night  in  closed  carts. 
Dry  house  refuse  is  burnt  or  put  on  dumps. 

Refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies  is  disposed  of  by  ploughing  it  into 
the  land,  or,  in  isolated  cottages,  burying  it  in  the  gardens. 

I  do  not  consider  the  latter  to  be  a  safe  method  of  procedure.  The 
gardens  are  too  small  and  often  contain  a  shallow  well. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  water  supply  is  fairly  satisfactory,  also  the  sanitary  arrangements. 
The  memorandum  on  Closure  and  Exclusion  from  School  (1927)  is  con¬ 
scientiously  administered . 

Sample  of  Water  from  Stow  Rectory. 

20th  March,  1938. 

Source  and  Risk  of  Pollution:  Shallow  well  in  garden,  recently  repaired. 
Colour  in  6  in.  Col:  Clear  and  bright.  No  turbidity. 

Odour:  None  detected. 

Reaction:  Faintly  acid  pH.  7.5. 

Free  Ammonia:  No  evident  trace. 

Chlorine:  About  2.5  pts.  per  100,000. 

Nitrites:  None. 

Nitrates:  About  0.1  pt.  per  100,000. 

Iron:  Minute  trace. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  min.  at  100  deg.  C:  Under  0.05  pts.  per  100,000. 

Inference:  Chemically  this  is  a  very  good  water.  It  has  not  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  Bacteriological  Examination. 

P.S. — I  am  informed  that  until  recently  the  top  of  this  well  was  about 
2ft.  Gins,  below  the  surface  of  the  adjoining  ground.  This  was 
decidedly  bad  and  the  alteration  was  distinctly  necessary.  A  certain 
amount  of  black  mud  deposited  after  the  water  had  been  standing. 
The  above  is  the  result  of  examination  of  the  supernatant  fluid. 
When  the  water  has  settled  down  again  I  consider  it  will  be 
fit  for  domestic  use,  including  drinking. 

Water  from  Great  Gransden  Parish  Pump 

29th  August,  1938. 

Physical  Characters:  Slight  deposit,  faint  turbidity,  odourless. 

Reaction :  pH .  7.6. 

Total  Solid  Matter:  138.2  pts.  per  100,000. 

Chlorine:  15.7  pts.  per  100,000. 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline):  0.0052. 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid):  0.0104. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37  deg.  C:  0.1002. 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen):  2.15. 

Nitrites:  Trace. 

Poisonous  Metals:  Zinc,  a  trace. 

Bacteriological  Examination :  — 

Ooliform  organisms  present  in  1  ml. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C: 
Over  1,000. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  at  21  deg.  C:  Over  1,000. 
Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit:  — 

Mineral  matter,  organic  debris  and  some  protozoa. 

Total  hardness:  30.82  degrees  (English). 

Inference:  The  results  obtained  on  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a  hard, 
water  contaminated  with  organic  matter  and  with  micro-organisms  of  an 
undesirable  nature.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  unfit  for  drink¬ 
ing  purposes. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

Public  Water  Supply  (Abbotsley). 

2 9 th  Augnst,  1938. 

Physical  Characters:  Good. 

Reaction:  pH.  7.4. 

Total  Solid  Matter:  23.8  pts.  per  100,000. 

Chlorine:  3.8  pts.  per  100,000. 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline):  Absent. 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid):  Absent. 
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Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37  deg.  C:  0.0095, 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen):  0.85. 

Nitrites:  A  b  sen  t . 

Poisonous  Metals:  Absent. 

Bacteriological  Examination:  — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  nils. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C:  550. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C: 
Over  1,000. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit:  None. 

Total  Hardness:  4.0  degrees  (English). 

Inference:  The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a 
soft  water  containing  very  little  organic  _  matter,  but  nevertheless  con¬ 
taminated  rather  heavily  with  micro-organisms  capable  of  development  at 
37  deg.  C  and  at  21  deg.  C.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water,  as 
evidenced  by  the  sample,  is  unsafe  for  drinking  purposes. 

Well  at  Model  Farm  Cottage,  Grafham. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Cambridge, 

25th  March,  1938. 

Specimen  received  March  9th,  1938. 

Bacterial  count  per  ice  at  37  deg.  C  averaged  648  organisms. 

Plates  incubated  at  22  deg.  C  could  not  be  counted  properly  owing  to 
the  presence  of  “spreaders.” 

Coliform  bacilli  were  found  in  25  cc.  vol.,  but  not  in  lesser  volumes. 
Upon  subculture  and  by  sugar  tests,  they  were  found  not  to  be  typical 
B-Coli  as  they  fermented  the  sugars  slowly  and  did  not  produce  indol. 

No  typhoid-dysentery  bacilli  were  found. 

W.  HENWOOD  HARVEY. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  Water  labelled 
“Abbotsley  No.  3”  received  on  the  27th  September,  1938,  from  Dr. 
E.  J.  Cross,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

The  following  results  were  obtained:  — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C: 
Nil. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C: 
30. 

Remarks: — The  above  results  may  be  considered  satisfactory  for  a  public 
water  supply. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

30th  September,  1938. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  Water  labelled 
“Abbotsley  Main  Tank”  received  on  the  27th  September,  1938,  from  Dr. 
E.  J.  Cross,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

The  following  results  were  obtained:  — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C: 

12. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C: 

220. 

Remarks. — The  above  results  indicate  slight  contamination  with  micro¬ 
organisms  capable  of  development  at  blood  heat  and  with  micro-organisms 
capable  of  development  at  the  temperature  of  the  “cool”  incubator.  An 
effort  should  therefore  be  made  to  reduce  the  bacterial  content  of  this  water. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 


30th  September.  1938. 
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Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  Water  labelled 
“Abbotsley  No.  1”  received  on  the  27th  September,  1938,  from  Dr. 
E.  J.  Cross,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

The  following:  results  were  obtained: — • 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  50  mis. 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  5  out  of  6  x  5  mis. 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  3  out  of  5  x  1  mis. 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli  per  100  mils.:  90. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C: 
24. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C: 
Over  1,000. 

Remarks: — This  sample  is  seriously  contaminated  with  coliform  organ¬ 
isms  and  with  micro-organisms  capable  of  development  at  the  temperature 
of  the  “cool”  incubator.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  water  is  unsafe  for 
drinking  purposes. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

30th  September,  1938. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  Water  labelled 
“Abbotsley  No.  2”  received  on  the  27th  September,  1938,  from  Dr. 
E.  J.  Cross,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 


The  following  results  were  obtained:  — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C: 
Nil. 


Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C:  7. 
Remarks: — The  above  results  may  be  considered  satisfactory  for  a  public 
water  supply. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 


Public  Analyst. 


30th  September,  1938. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS. 

Sample  of  Water  labelled  “Great  Paxton  Public  Standpipe”  received  on  the 
24th  September,  1938,  from  Dr.  E.  J.  Cross,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

Physical  Characters:  Good. 


Reaction:  pH.  7.5. 

The  sample  contained:  — 

Total  Solid  Matter 
Chlorine 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 
Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37  deg 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 
Nitrites 

Poisonous  Metals 


Parts  per  100,000. 

107.4 
8.30 
Absent 
0.0100 
C  0.0980 

0.95 
Absent 
Absent 


Bacteriological  Examination :  — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C:  7. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21  deg.  C:  220. 
Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit:  None. 

Total  Hardness:  31.06  degrees  (English). 

Inference. — The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate 
a  hard  water  slightly  contaminated  with  organic  matter  which  however  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  a  harmful  nature.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water 
is  of  second  quality  and  that  it  is  safe  for  drinking  purposes.  It  is  to 
be  recommended,  however,  that  the  supply  be  kept  under  observation. 


S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 


29th  November,  1938. 
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REPORT  ON  WATER  SUPPLY. 


W  hether  Analysis 

Name  of  Town, 

Source  of  Supply, 
viz  :  Public  Supply, 
Wells  or  Ponds,  &c 

Sufficiency  or 

has  been  made 
during  the  year 

Village,  or  Hamlet 

Otherwise 

and  the  result  of 
any  such 

Analysis 

Abbotsley 

Public  Supply 

Barely  Adequate 

Yes 

Buckden 

Wells 

Inadequate 

Cat  worth 

Public  Supply 

Adequate 

No 

Diddington 

Wells 

Adequate 

Eynesbury 

Ponds  and  Shallow 

Insufficient 

Hardwicke 

Weils 

Grafham 

Wells  and  Pond 

Inadequate 

Water  has  been 

carted  to  Village 
all  Summer 

Great  Gransden 

Wells  at  present,  but 

Yes 

tender  has  been 
accepted  for  Pub¬ 
lic  Supply 

Adequate 

Yes 

Great  Paxton 

Public  Supply 

Adequate 

No 

Great  Staughton 

Public  Supply 

Sufficient 

No 

Hail  Weston 

Wells 

Adequate 

No 

Kimbolton 

Public  Supply 

No  complaint  of 

No 

Little  Paxton 

Wells 

shortage 

Adequate 

No 

Otford  C’luny 

Wells 

Adequate 

No 

Otford  D’Arcy 

Wells 

Insufficient 

St.  Neots  Rural 

Shallow  Wells  and 

Ponds 

Sufficient 

Sou  th  oe 

Wells 

Insufficient 

Midloe 

Shallow  Wells 

No  complaint  of 

Stow 

Wells 

shortage 

No  complaint  of 

Tetworth 

Wells 

shortage 

Adequate 

No 

Til  brook 

Public  Supply 

Inadequate,  water 

Toseland 

Well  and  Pond 

having  been 

carted  to  Vil¬ 
lage  all  Summer 

Adequate 

Waresley 

Wells 

Inadequate 

Yelling 

Wells 

Adequate 

No 

Covington 

Public  Supply 

DAVID  W.  BEDDOW, 

Engineer,  St.  Neots  RD.  Council. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Total  number  of  Inspections  made  ...  1853 

Total  number  of  Notices  served  ...  237 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  237 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  ...  21 

Premises,  houses,  etc. 

Number  inspected  ...  1853 

Nuisances  abated  ...  237 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse 

Number  inspected  ...  71 

Nuisances  abated  ...  33 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Number  inspected  ...  2 

Nuisances  abated  ...  2 

Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 

Number  inspected  ...  387 

Nuisances  abated  ...  25 

Drain,  Drain-taps,  etc.,  etc. 

Number  inspected  ...  436 

Nuisances  abated  ...  104 

House,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded 

Number  inspected  ...  4 

Offensive  accumulations 

Number  inspected  ...  3 

Nuisances  abated  ...  3 

Slaughter  houses 

Number  licensed  or  registered  ...  13 

Number  of  inspections  ...  43 

Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of  inspections  ...  22 

Houses  disinfected  ...  8 

Disinfectant  used  ...  Formalin. 

Pail  or  earth  closets 

New  provided  ...  4 

Number  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  1  &  new 

New  provided  ...  4  houses 

Number  supplied  with  water  ...  4 

Ashpits 

New  provided  ...  — 

Ashbins 


New  provided  ...  All  new  houses 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc.  ...  5 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Workshops 

Total  number  on  register  (including  bakehouses)  ...  24 

Bakehouses 

Number  in  which  nuisance  abated  ...  4 

W.  Bruce, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  M1LKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

Dairymen,  Oowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk  Sellers) — 


Number  in  district  ...  73 

Number  registered  ...  73 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  ...  245 

Number  of  inspections  during  milking  time  ...  23 

Number  of  premises  requiring  whitewashing,  cleans¬ 
ing,  etc.  ...  14 

Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  14 

Number  of  premises  requiring  structural  or  sanitary 

improvements  ...  9 
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Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  9 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ?  ...  Yes 

irymen,  Cow  keepers,  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 

(Butter  and  Cheese  Makers) — • 

Number  in  district  ...  73 

Number  of  inspection  of  premises  ...  245 


W.  Bruce, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Any  development  during  1938  ? — Great  Gransden,  Southoe  site,  Abbobsley, 
Grafham,  Buekden,  Great  Paxton,  Hail  Weston. 

Developments  still  needed  ? — Kimbolton,  Buekden,  Southoe. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as  to  smells  ? — 
Kimbolton,  Buekden. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  privies  re -construe  ted  during  1938 — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s— Nil. 

(b)  Other— 8. 

Number  of  additional  closets  newly  constructed  for  old  property  in  1938 — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s — 4. 

(b)  Other — 4. 

SCAVENGING. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of 

(a)  Destructor — No. 

(b)  Tips — Yes. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1938 — 1853. 

Informal  notices  served — 237. 

Complied  with — 237. 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  visits  to  schools — 16. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  Cow  keepers  in  district — 72.  Number  registered — 72. 

Number  of  Milk  Sellers — 1.  Number  registered — 1. 

Total  number  of  Cowsheds — 72.  Number  of  inspections  in  1938 — 245. 
General  condition — Fair. 

OTHER  FOODS,. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses — 13.  Number  registered — 13. 


Housing, 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) — 133. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 261. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 — 63. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 94. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation — 33. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 20. 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  their  Officers — 20. 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Secs.  9,  10  and  16  of  the  H.A.,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs — 5. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners — 5. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied — 11. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners — 11. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  H.A.,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made — 1. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders — 16. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  H.A.,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made — None  in  district. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit — None  in  district. 


1. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year — 38. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein — 38. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein — 194. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year — Nil. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year — 12. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases — 78. 

(d.)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding— Nil . 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report — Nil. 


Houses  dealt  with 
under  Part  II  of  the 
Act,  including  Houses 
in  Improvement  Areas. 

Number  of  Houses  included  in  the  total 
programme:  — 

(1)  which  have  been  demolished  ...  36 

(2)  which  have  been  made  fit  ...  27 

(3)  which  have  been  put  out  of  use  for 

human  habitation  (including  parts 
of  buildings  closed)  and  are  not 
to  be  demolished  ...  7 

(4)  which  are  not  accounted  for  in  Items 

1  to  3  but  in  respect  of  which  no 
further  action  is  required  (includ¬ 
ing  houses  referred  to  in  (c)  of 
footnote  f)  ...  1 


Total . 


36 

27 


7 


1 


(5)  Total  of  items  1  to  4  ...  71  71 

(6)  in  respect  of  which  action  is  necessary  but  was  not  completed 

by  31  March,  1938  (including  Nil  houses  to  be  dealt  with 
in  Clearance  Areas)  ...  35 


(7)  Total  of  Items  5  and  6 


...  106 


John  A.  Ennals* 

Clerk. 


Council  Offices, 

32,  New  Street,  St.  Neots. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  conscientiously  administered. 

Clean  Milk  Instructions  (vide  report,  1933)  are  still  given  to  each  cow-* 
keeper  and  found  to  be  useful. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  when  considered  advisable  and  sent  to  the 
School  of  Agriculture  at  Cambridge  for  bacteriological  examination . 

The  veterinary  examination  of  the  animals  is  performed  by  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  County  Council. 

MEAT. 

The  Meat  Inspectors  invariably  report  that  everything  is  satisfactory. 
The  shops,  slaughter  houses  and  vans  are  also  kept  under  constant  super¬ 
vision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  (M.O.H.). 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

Nothing  has  been  needed.  If  necessary,  samples  would  have  been  sent 
to  Dr.  Henwood  Harvey,  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  37,  Green  Street, 
Cambridge,  or  to  Mr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Public  Analyst,  Cambridge. 

NUTRITION. 

No  steps  towards  dissemination  of  knowledge  have  been  taken  with  the 
exception  of  some  voluntary  lectures  to  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment 
(20  Hunts.). 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  during  year  ending  31st  December,  1938: 


Cattle 

excluding  Sheep  and 


Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  Approx. 

Number  inspected— r 

1250 

— 

150 

2000 

2000 

Routine  inspection  about  25°/o  of  total. 

All  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis, 
whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NR 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.08 

(Signed)  J.  BISHOP  yOUNG,  F.R.C.V.S.,  F.R.S.I. 


List  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

Abbotsley:  Wisson. 

Buckden:  Peck,  Buckden  Farmers. 

Gatw orth :  Brown . 

Kimbolton:  Whiteman,  Hellett. 

Great  Staughton:  Brewitt,  Willmer. 

Offord  Darcy:  Stocker. 

Great  Gransden:  Whittet,  Crane. 

Southoe:  Thurley. 

Yelling :  Stocker . 

Total  Slaughter  Houses:  13. 

List  of  Registered  Cowkeepers. 


Abbotsley:  Flint,  Wisson,  Wisson,  Radford  4 

Buckden:  Cook,  Mann,  Mann,  Milner,  Stocker,  Smith  6 

Catworth:  Ives,  Cook,  Strangward,  Salisbury  4 

Grafham:  Odell,  King,  Hart,  England  4 

Great  Gransden:  Ansell,  Payne  and  Son,  Upchurch,  Searle  4 

Hail  Weston:  Arnold,  Bruce,  Jakes  3 
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Kinibolton:  Bass,  Hall,  Duke  of  Manchester,  Silby. 

Offiord  Cluny  and  Darcy:  Dudley,  Gill,  Priestley 
Great  Paxton:  Card  ell,  Edwards,  Thomason,  Brawn  (Purveyor) 

Great  Staughton:  Day,  Peck,  Brown,  Topham,  Herdman  &  Son,  Hopperton 
Stonely:  Bayes,  Parratt,  Saunders,  Woodham,  Boyd  Bros. 

Southoe:  Thurley,  Sandever 

Perry:  Baker,  Hawkins,  Topham,  Johnson,  Horne 
Stow:  Horsford,  Elliot,  Townsend. 

Tetworth:  Seward,  Howkins 
Toseland :  Topham 
Tilbrook:  Higgins,  Lilley 
Waresley:  Sharp,  Minney 

Yelling:  Farr  Bros.,  Norman,  Melbourne,  Howarth 
St.  Neots:  Love’s  Farm  (Hinsby) 

Covington:  Williams-,  Saunders,  Britten 
Little  Paxton :  Smith 

73 

Cowkeepers  72,  Purveyors  1. 

List  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power). 

Kimbolton: 

A.  V.  Eades,  High  Street;  Bread  and  Confectionery. 

Parker,  T.  M.,  High  Street;  L.Pr.  Printer. 

Parratt,  T.  J.,  High  Street;  M.  and  K.,  Elect.  Gen. 

Gas  Co.,  Ltd.  (1920);  Coal  Gas. 

Robinson,  S.  V.,  Thrapston  Road;  M.  and  R. 

Tilbrook: 

Queenby  and  Sons;  Grist  and  Bonemeal,  Seed  Cleaning. 

Great  Staughton : 

Harding,  H.;  Miller,  Baker. 

Waresley: 

Baker,  A.  J.  and  Sons;  Poultry  Sheds. 

Offiord  Cluney: 

Bowyer  and  Priestley;  Grist,. 

Buckden: 

Robinson,  A.  T.;  M.  and  R. 

Buckden  Hosiery  Co.,  Ltd.;  Knitted  Hosiery. 

Abbotsley : 

Collins  Bros.;  M.  and  R. 

List  of  Factories  (without  mechanical  power). 

Buckden : 

Stoneham  and  Sons;  Plumbers  and  Decorators. 

Hardwick  and  Burrows;  Builders. 

Great  Gransden: 

Spencer,  S.  W.;  Baker. 

Hail  Weston: 

Kitchener,  A.  N.;  Baker. 

Page,  S.  W.,  Hail  Weston  Springs;  Aer.  Waters. 

Kimbolton: 

Abington  and  Sons;  Tailors. 

Flanders  and  Sons;  Builders. 

Parratt,  T.  J.;  M.  and  R. 

Foskett,  H.;  Tailor. 

Offiord  D’Arcy: 

Slade,  S.  L.;  M.  and  R. 

Great  Staughton : 

W.  Wimpress;  Baker. 

Tilbrook: 

Higgins,  E.;  Baker. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

1.  — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health — 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  written  notices 
Number  of  Occupiers  prosecuted 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  written  notices 
Number  of  Occupiers  prosecuted 

Total  number  of  inspections 
Total  number  of  written  notices 
Total  number  of  Occupiers  prosecuted 

2.  — Defects  found — 

Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 
Total  number  of  defects  found 
Total  number  of  defects  remedied 


26 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

48 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

4 

4 

4 


Prevalence 

oU  and  Control 

,  Infectious 

and 

other  Disease. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938,  altogether  24  cases 

Infectious  Disease  were 

notified,  viz:  — 

Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Treated 

Disease. 

Notified . 

Hospital . 

at  Home. 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

2 

10 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

Enteric 

1 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

6 

— 

6 

24 

4 

20 

No  case  of  primary  or  re-vaccination  has  been  performed  by  me  as 
M.O.H.  under  the  Small  Pox  P.H.  Regs.,  1917. 

SCHOOLS. — K'mbolton  Council  ("Infants  only)  was  closed  from  4th  April 
until  after  the  Easter  holidays.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any 
other  schools. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. — Theve  lias  been  no  need  to  disinfect  any 
verminous  persons  or  their  belongings . 

ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNIZATION.— In  June,  1927,  my  Council  authorised 
me  to  supply  free  of  cost  to  any  registered  medical  practitioner  in  their 
district  the  necessary  material  for  Schick,  Dick  or  other  recognized  tests 
and  to  supply  also  free  of  cost  immunizing  material  against  Enteric, 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc.,  their  only  restriction  being  that  the 
Practitioner  should  work  in  conjunction  with  their  M.O.H.  Very  little 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  concession. 

In  April  a  sample  of  blood  was  taken  by  the  County  M.O.H.  and 
examined  by  Dr.  Pagel,  who  found  that  Brucella  was  present. 

SPECIMENS  SENT  TO  THE  C.R.A.  FOR  DIAGNOSIS.— 1  throat 
swabbing  for  Hcemolytic  Streptococci;  negative.  3  throat  swabbings  for 
Diphtheria;  all  negative.  2  sputums  for  Tubercle  Bacilli;  both  negative. 
1  blood  for  B. Typhosus;  positive.  Total  7  (6  negative  and  1  positive). 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS.— No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed 
under  Sec.  176  of  the  P.H. A.,  1936. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regs.,  1925,  or  under  Sec.  172  of  the  P.H. A., 
1936.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  no  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
are  engaged  in  any  milk  business. 
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New  Capes  and  Mortality  during  1938: 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Period 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp 

M 

1 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

15 

1 

_  _ 

z 

_  _ 

25 

1 

— 

-  - 

1 

— 

-  - 

35 

1 

— 

-  - 

1* 

1 

-  - 

45 

1 

1 

—  — 

1* 

1 

—  — 

Totals 

4 

2 

-  - 

3 

2 

-  - 

signifies  a  case  notified  in  1938) 


Air  Raid  Precautions. 

The  Town  and  Rural  District  are  being  run  together  as  one  Division 
for  A.R.P.  purposes. 

The  Directing  Authority  is  the  Hunts.  County  Council  A.R.P.  Executive 
Committee  (Central  Committee).  Chairman:  Sir  John  Scott.  K.B.E., 
C.M.G.  Hon.  Secretary:  Surgeon-Commander  A.  S.  G.  Bell,  R.N ,  D.L. 
Divisional  Director:  W.  G.  Sabey,  Esq.,  Ford  House,  St.  Neots.  Hon. 

Secretary:  G.  R.  L.  Abrahams,  Esq.,  5,  New  Street,  St.  Neots.  Divisional 
Transport  Officer:  Mr.  J.  Shaw,  Phoenix  House,  St.  Neots. 

In  January,  the  Home  Office  announced  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
reduce  the  numbers  of  personnel  enrolled  or  due  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
district.  The  following  is  the  present  position:  — 

In  Buokden:  1  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Post  comprising  2  Sectors  of  4 
Air  Raid  Wardens  each;  1  First  Aid  Point  comprising  a  personnel  of  6 

(total  14). 

In  Kimbolton:  1  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Post  comprising  2  Sectors  of  4 

Air  Raid  Wardens  each;  1  First  Aid  Point  comprising  a  personnel  of  9 

(total  17) 

In  the  Parish  of  Eaton  Socon:  2  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Posts  comprising 
4  Sectors  of  4  Air  Raid  Wardens  each;  1  First  Aid  Point  comprising  a 
personnel  of  6  (total  22). 

In  Great  Staughton:  1  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Post  comprising  1  Sector  of 
4  Air  Raid  Wardens;  1  First  Aid  Point  comprising  a  personnel  of  4 
(total  8). 

In  The  Offords:  1  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Post  comprising  1  Sector  of  4 
Air  Raid  Wardens;  1  First  Aid  Point  comprising  a  personnel  of  4 
(total  8). 

In  16  other  Villages:  1  Air  Raid  Wardens’  Post  comprising  1  Sector 
of  2  Air  Raid  Wardens  in  each  (total  32). 

In  Great  Catworth  and  Great  Gransden  there  are  First  Aid  Points  con¬ 
sisting  of  4  persons  each,  while  in  Kimbolton  there  exists  an  efficient  Fire 
Brigade. 

The  total  required,  it  will  be  observed,  is  109,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  101  have  been  enrolled.  The  majority  have  received,  at  least  one 
course  of  instruction  in  Gas,  many  have  attended  lectures1  in  elementary 
First  Aid,  while  Kimbolton  and  the  surrounding  villages  have  been 
instructed  in  the  fundamentals  of  fire  and  high  explosives. 

It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  the  keenness  and  energy  of  the 
volunteers  will  remain  undiminished  and  that  all  will  proceed  to  complete 
the  necessary  training. 

Geoffrey  R.  L.  Abrahams. 

First  Aid,  Home  Nursing  and  Anti-Gas  Lectures  have  been  held  and  are 
as  follows:  — 

First  Aid:  Lecturer,  Dr.  Craven  Veitch;  Examiner,  Dr.  Greenwood. 
November,  1938:  28  entered,  2  failed,  3  3rd  Certificate,  1  2nd  Certificate, 
23  1st  Certificate. 

Anti-gas:  Lecturer,  Dr.  Cross;  Examiner,  Mrs.  Dean.  December,  1938: 
32  entered,  all  passed,  1  3rd  Certificate,  6  2nd  Certificate,  25  1st  Certificate. 
(I  have  added  the  4  who  passed  at  Eaton  Institution). 

Home  Nursing:  Lecturer,  Miss  Sibley;  Examiner,  Miss  Johnson.  March, 
1939:  1  3rd  Certificate,  7  2nd  Certificate,  19  1st  Certificate. 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

KIMBOLTON. — First  Aid,  Home  Nursing  and  Anti-Gas  Training  Lec¬ 
tures  have  been  held..  Examination  taken  and  certificates  gained  by  all. 
First  Aid,  12;  Home  Nursing,  13;  Anti-Gas  Training,  15  (females); 
Hygiene  and  Sanitation,  1;  Civilian  Anti-Gas  School  Certificate,  1. 

GREAT  STAUGHTON. — First  Aid,  Home  Nursing  and  Anti-Gas  Lectures 
have  been  held.  Certificates;  First  Aid,  7;  Home  Nursing,  7;  Anti-Gas,  11. 
It  has  been  disappointing  that  so  few  have  taken  the  examinations.  The 
lectures  were  well  attended  at  the  beginning. 

CATWORTH. — A  short  course  of  lectures  has  been  given  in  Anti-Gas. 
Some  A.R.P.  workers  have  attended  the  First  Aid  Class  held  at  Covington. 

TILBROOK. — First  Aid  and  Anti-Gas  Lectures  have  been  given.  Only 
two  persons  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Certificates  held:  Home 
Nursing,  2 ;  First  Aid,  1 ;  Anti-Gas,  1 . 

COVINGTON. — First  Aid  Lectures  have  been  given.  Anti-Gas  Lectures 
are  to  be  started  shortly. 


SUMMARY  OF  CERTIFICATES. 


First  Aid 
Home  Nursing 
Anti-Gas  Training 
Hygiene  and  Sanitation 
C.A.G.S. 

(Signed) 


20  (Females) 

22 

27 

1 

1 

M.  DEAN,  C.A.G.S., 
Commandant  Kimbolton 


V.A.D. 


Once  again  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
their  invariable  courtesy  and  ready  help  to  my  colleagues,  Mr.  John  Ennals 
(Clerk),  the  Meat  Inspector  (Mr.  Young),  the  Engineer  (Mr.  Beddow ) , 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Bruce),  as  well  as  to  the  Chairman  and 
individual  Members  of  the  Council. 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS. 

St.  Neots. 


Monthly  Reports. 

27th  January,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — A  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  (aet  3  years)  has 
occurred  at  Abbotsley.  I  am  completely  baffled  as  to  how  this  child  con¬ 
tracted  Diphtheria.  No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  notified  in  Abbotsley 
since  1  have  been  M.O.H.,  i.e.,  since  January  1st,  1922.  The  child  has 
not  been  away  from  home.  No  other  case  has  been  reported,  and  since 
twelve  days  have  elapsed  since  it  became  ill  it  is  very  unlikely  that, 
another  case  will  occur.  I  went  to  the  School  yesterday  afternoon.  Six¬ 
teen  children  out  of  thirty-two  only  were  in  school.  The  other  eighteen 
are  said  to  be  suffering  from  colds.  As  far  as  I  could  ascertain  there  is 
nothing  to  suggest  Diphtheria.  The  water  supply  is  very  good  (analysis 
attached).  The  gully  trap  by  the  stand-pipe  near  The  Plough  was  broken, 
but  this  could  not  have  been  the  source  of  infection  because  the  child  has 
not  been  near  it.  One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  one  of  Pneumonia  have  also  been  notified  since  your  last 
meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

WATER. — Mr.  Bedow  has  kindly  sent  me  the  County  Analyst’s  reports 
on  the  water  supplied  to  Great  Staughton,  which  are  very  satisfactory . 

16th  February,  1938. 

PLAN  OF  “RED  COW,”  COVINGTON.— I  think  that  this  is  the  most 
deceptive  plan  I  have  ever  seen.  Bedroom  No.  1:  The  plan  shows  this 
as  12ft.  x  12ft.,  but  owing  to  the  sloping  walls  it  is  really  only  12ft.  x 
6ft.  9ins.  Maximum  height  6ft.  3ins.  Bedroom  No.  2  is  shown  on  the  plan 
as  12ft.  x  9ft,  It  is  only  8ft.  lOins.  x  8ft,  5ins.  Maximum  height  6ft.  Tins. 
Bedroom  No.  3  is  shown  as  14ft.  x  13ft.  In  reality  it  is  9ft.  lOins.  x 
8ft.  4ins.,  and  has  a  maximum  height  of  6ft.  lOins.  Therefore  no  bedroom 
has  a  floor  area  of  90ft.,  and  under  the  Overcrowding  Standard,  Section  2, 
and  First  Schedule  to  the  H.A.,  1935,  may  be  occupied  by  more  than  one 
person.  The  taproom  is  12ft.  x  12ft.  x  6ft.  4ins.  The  living  room  is  12ft. 
x  12ft.  x  6ft.  The  scullery  is  12ft.  x  10ft.  x  6ft.  There  is  no  pantry  or 
food  store  in  the  plan.  The  house  walls  are  only  4|in.  stud  and  mud.  IIow 
they  can  get  “borrowed  light”  for  the  stairs  I  cannot  imagine.  I  would 
absolutely  refuse  to  accept  this  or  any  other  plan  short  of  rebuilding. 
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24th  February,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  ease  of  Erysipelas  and  two  of  Scarlet 
Fever  have  been,  notified  since  your  last  meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — I  have  already  reported  to  the  Committee  that  in  my 
opinion  the  suggested  plan  of  alterations  for  the  Red  Cow  at  Covington  is 
most  unsatisfactory.  The  old  railway  carriage  at  Little  Paxton  Corner  is 
I  consider  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It  is  very  damp.  There  is  no 
rain  water  gutter,  therefore  the  water  runs  down  the  walls  and  gets  into 
the  window  frames.  It  is  overcrowded.  There  is  only  one  bredroom,  which 
is  occupied  by  the  father,  mother  and  two  children.  There  is  no  proper 
food  store.  I  understand  that  the  rent  is  8s.  a  week. 

21st  March,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — Since  your  last  meeting  two  cases  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis,  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Erysipelas  have  been 
notified. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

THE  MILK  (Special  Designations)  AMENDMENT  ORDER,  1938.— This 
Order  comes  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  April,  i.e.,  tomorrow  week. 
There  are  no  ‘‘Bottling  establishments  not  on  the  farm”  and  no  “Pasteuris¬ 
ing  establishments”  in  your  district,  therefore  this  Order  does  not  concern 
this  Council.  The  County  Council  being  responsible  for  the  health  of 
the  animals  the  transfer  of  veterinary  functions  from  them  to  the 
Ministry  under  the  Agricultural  Act,  1937,  Part  IV,  'Milk  and  Dairies  Acts 
and  Orders,  and  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938,  is  also,  as  I  understand,  no 
concern  of  this  Council. 


21st  April,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  more  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  (the  attend¬ 
ant)  has  been  notified  at  Offord  D’Arcy.  Nothing  else. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Mr.  Fish  tells  me  that  he  has  abandoned  the  idea  of  using 
the  railway  carriage  any  more  as  a  dwelling  house  and  proposes  to  con¬ 
vert  it  into  a  studio.  This  is  a  piece  of  wood  (F)  from  one  of  the  walls 
which  he  brought  to  show  me. — The  house  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Charles  Hancock  and  two  children,  act  8  years  and  3|  years,  and  owned  by 
Mr.  Jesse  Irons  at  Hail  Weston  is  in  my  opinion  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense.  It  consists  of  two  rooms, 
one  upstairs  and  one  down.  The  stairs  are,  I  consider,  dangerous.  There 
is  no  sink,  no  convenience  for  washing  clothes,  etc.,  no  ventilated  food 

store.  This  house  was  included  in  the  list  of  houses  considered  by  me  to 
be  incapable  of  repair  in  November,  1933.  It  was,  however,  supposed  to 
have  been  repaired.  Mrs.  Hancock  is  expecting  another  baby  in  July  or 
August.  I  have  written  to  the  County  M.O.H.  stating  that  I  do  not 

consider  the  house  fit  for  a  woman  to  be  confined  in  and  asking,  if 

necessary,  if  he  will  arrange  for  her  admission  into  a  hospital. 

19th  May,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  notified 
and  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  since  your  last  meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Reports  herewith. 

1  received  a  complaint  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Kimbolton  Parish  Council 
complaining  that  offal  was  thrown  in  Dove  House  Close.  The  disposal  of 
offal  is  dealt  with  under  the  Foot  and  Mouth  (Boiling  of  Animal  Food¬ 
stuffs)  Order,  1928.  Therefore  I  forwarded  the  letter  on  to  the  Chief 
Constable.  I  have  received  no  acknowledgement  of  my  letter. 

WATER. — I  received  the  attached  letter  from  the  Veiling  Parish  Coun¬ 
cil.  On  inspecting  the  well  I  found  that  the  top  is  not  sealed.  It  is 
possible  for  small  stones,  worms;,  etc.,  to  fall  into  the  well.  I  also  received 
the  following  letter  from  the  County  M.O.H. 

HOUSING.— The  County  M.O.H.  sent  me  the  attached  letter  from  Mr. 
Cooke,  Catworth.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  investigate,  but 
the  S.I.  tells  me  that  there  is  no  exaggeration.  Para.  2,  H.A.,  1936,  makes 
it  compulsory  that  a  house  shall  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  at  the  commencement  of  the  tenancy. 
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16th  June,  1938. 

STATISTIC'S. — During-  the  month  of  May  5  births  and  2  deaths  were 
recorded  in.  your  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  (Kimbolton)  was 
notified  and  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  of  Erysipelas 
(Abbotsley)  was  also  notified. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Mr.  Fish’s  old  railway  carriage  is  again  occupied.  Mr. 
Fish  has  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  money  on  it,  and  the  occupier,  Mr. 
Capel,  tells  me  that  it  is  quite  weather-proof  and  comfortable.  Tt  now 
has  a  ventilated  food  store,  an  Eilsan  closet,  and  there  is  an  extra  room, 
viz.,  a  portable  studio,  so  that  it  is  not  overcrowded.  Mr.  Fish  undertook 
not  to  let  it  again  for  human  occupation,  and  has,  I  consider,  ignored  your 
directions,  but  I  consider  it  now  fit  for  human  habitation. 

11th  August,  1938. 

STATISTICS. — Four  births  and  six  deaths  were  recorded  in  your  district 
during  the  month  of  July. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  in  the  same 
house  at  Staughton  Moor,  were  notified.  As  the  house  was  isolated  none  of 
them  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  No  further  cases  have  been 
reported  since  July  14th.  Two  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  also  notified 
and  one  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

SANITATION. — The  inhabitants  of  London  Lane,  Great  Paxton,  com¬ 
plained  of  the  stiink  from  the  drain .  On  examination  it  was  found  that  the 
sewer  was  not  provided  with  a  ventilation  shaft  and  that  there  was  no 
water  in  the  traps.  It  its  extremely  difficult  to  turn  a  car  round  in  this 
lane.  I  suggest  that  if  possible  the  road  be  widened  at  the  top  so  as  to 
make  room  to  turn  a  car.  In  the  winter  when  the  road  is  muddy  it  will  be 
almost  impossible  to  turn  and  I  know  from  personal  experience  bow¬ 
el  ifficult  it  is  to  back  a  car  down  it. 


8th  September,  1938. 

STATISTICS. — Eight  births  and  six  death®  were  recorded  in  the  district 
during  the  month  of  August. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — -No  case  has  been  notified  since  July  14th. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — The  house  at  Offord  Darcy  occupied  by  Mr.  Dunnett  and 
owned  by  Mr.  Thornhill.  There  are  three  rooms  upstairs:  (A)  10ft.  x 
14ft.  6ins.  x  6ft.  llins-.,  window  2ft.  6ins.  x  2ft.  6ins.  (East);  (B)  10ft. 
x  14ft.  x  6ft.  lOins.,  window  2ft.  x  1ft.  10ms.;  (C)  8ft.  x  10ft.  x  6ft.  lOins., 
window  1ft.  7ins.  x  1ft.  2ins.  All  the  ceilings  are  sloping  so  that  it  is  only 
in  a  central  passage  that  a  person  can  stand  erect.  One  has  to  clamber 
over  a  stile  to  get  from  one  room  to  the  next  and  the  doors  do  not  reach, 
to  the  top  so  that  the  rooms  are  not  entirely  separate.  There  its  no  proper 
food  store.  The  agent  considers  the  alterations  suggested  by  the  S.I.  un¬ 
reasonable.  Personally  I  should  have  thought  that  as  it  is  a  good  brick 
building  the  suggested  alterations  weie  capable  of  being  made  at  a  reason¬ 
able  expense. 

WATER. — The  Clerk  has  forwarded  me  the  analysis1  of  the  water  at 

Great  Gransden  and  Abbotsley.  Probably  the  best  method  at  Gransden 

is  to  obtain  the  supply  from  Cambridge,  and  for  Abbotsley  to 

protect  the  source  at  Tetworth  and  make  sure  that  there  is  no  risk  of 

pollution  en  route.  I  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  take  a  sample  of  the 
water  for  analysis  from  the  source  before  it  enters  the  pipes.  I  have  no 
knowledge  as  to  where  the  present  sample  was  taken. 

LONDON  LANE,  GREAT  PAXTON.— The  defects  in  the  sewer  which  I 
mentioned  at  your  last  meeting  have  been  remedied. 


6th  October,  1938. 

ABBOTSLEY  WATER.— Mr.  Preedy,  Mr.  Woolley,  the  Engineer,  the 
S.I.  and  I  visited  this  reservoir  on  the  26th  inst.  The  reservoir  is1  supplied 
by  three  pipes.  I  took  sample®1  from  each  of  these  and  sent  them  to  the 
Public  Analyst  who  reported  that  the  sample  from  the  East  pipe  was  badly 
polluted  and  that  the  other  two  were  satisfactory.  Mr.  Beddow  will  tell 
you  of  the  action  which  has  been  taken  to  remedy  the  trouble. 


GREAT  GRANSDEN. — -I  inspected  the  house  occupied  by  the  late  Mr. 
Ford.  The  house  is  in  fair  condition,  but  has1  no  ventilated  fool  store. 
It  has  only  a  small  yard  about  6ft.  x  12ft.  at  the  back  in  which  i®  an  earth 
closet.  The  only  access  is  through  the  kitchen  so  that  the  closet  pan  has 
to  be  carried  through  it  to  be  emptied.  In  my  opinion  ibis  house  should  not 
be  used  as  a  separate  dwelling  unless  the  owner  can  make  some  other 
arrangements  for  the  closet  and  provides1  a  food  store  properly  ventilated 
and  washing  facilities. 

ABBOTSLEY  SEWAGE. — Mr.  Preedy  complains  of  the  sewage  in  the 
ditch  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  East  of  the  St.  Neots — Abbotisley  Road 
polluting  the  pond  out  of  which  Mr.  Stock’s  cattle  drink.  I  believe  that 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  dispose  of  the  Abbotsley  sewage  by  means  of 
this  ditch  from  time  immemorial,  but  if  I  interpret  Section  3  of  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,  it  is  up  to  you  to  show  that  you  are 
using  the  best  practicable  and  available  means  to  render  harmless1  the  sewage 
matter.  Possibly  if  you  took  water  just  across  the  road  to  a  drinking 
trough  for  the  cattle  it  might  suffice. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Report  herewith. 


3rd  November,  1938. 

STATISTICS . — Nine  births  and  one  death  in  October. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Dr.  Ellis  has  notified  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
at  Stonely.  This  has  been  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 

HOUSING. — The  house  at  Great  Staughton  occupied  by  Mr.  Fred. 
Hackett,  his  wife  and  four  children  (Jean  aet  18,  Susan  aet  17,  John  act  14 
and  Louise  aet  8)  is  badly  overcrowded.  It  consists  of  two  rooms,  downstairs, 
two  and  a  passage  (in  which  the  boy  sleeps)  upstairs.  Neither  of  the  bed¬ 
rooms  have  fifty  square  feet  of  floor  space  owing  to  the  sloping  walls,, 
therefore,  legally,  they  should  not  be  inhabited,  neither  should  the  passage. 
There  is  no  food  store,  no  copper  and  no  sink.  I  think  there  is  no1  doubt 
about  it  that  this  house  should  be  demolished,  it  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation . 


1st  December,  1938. 

HOUSING. — The  house  at  Southoe  occupied  by  Mr.  Arthur  Smith  is,  in  my 
opinion,  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It  has;  3  bedrooms,  one  5ft.  x  10ft.,  one 
5ft.  x  lift.,  and  one  5ft.  x  15ft.  To  comply  with  the  5th  Schedule  of  the  H. A. 
1936,  two  of  these  rooms  should  only  be  occupied  by  one  child  under  10 
years  of  age  and  the  third  only  by  one  adult,  therefore  the  house  is  over¬ 
crowded.  It  is  in  bad  repair  and  a  drain  runs  directly  under  the  food 
store.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense; 
and  consider  that  it  should  be  dealt  with  under  Section  II  of  the  H.A., 
1936.  The  adjoining  house,  belonging  to  the  same  owner,  is  also  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  same  Section. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. — Dr.  Greenburgh  reports  that  the  Great  Paxton 
water  supply  is  safe  for  drinking  purposes.  Since  Dr.  Greenburgh’s 
analysis  is  practically  identical  with  the  analysis  I  made  in  1934  there  is 
no  deterioration  of  the  water. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  reported  since  your  last 
meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 


29th  December,  1938. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  lias  been  notified  during  the  months 
of  November  or  December. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Mr.  Linford’s  Report  attached. 
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